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Revealed: the sequel to the
best Star Wars game ever.
No Bothan spies died to
bring you this information.
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By MARK SUTHERNS

ight e dark, wWhich did vau
chocse? Yes, vou could have
saved noe o fhe legi Order and
aceples ne rala as the Republics
saviour = Bt surely volwens
templed 1o out the small tall fand Sand
Paople) down to @262 PO gaming it 2003
presented fewer choizes efsignificance
Cezoved up by Kivights af the aid
an RPG that saw Biowzns creep
alker mnch, steal C

pisie dust
IMEEEnG

g cares. T rIc‘lI‘|I.L,-:."L‘
game that sireply exuded tha indese
Star Wars magic weve ba | fear: since
the credits ralled anthe classic trilogyin
FEE bweas bke lar lar pever happensa.

IF Gearge can e bathered to spike
e Three with | I'rum-spl aced ragic
raredient, hell need ta pava vsitto
Qrange Coorty, Califamin o get it back: the
home af Obadzn Enertainmean, the riew
midstars af the KOTOR serdes. Far same
‘nr1| as5 Wil fing alamn peils Biowars
; cofme tne ukimate RPG
crearmwesvers, bul hase i the ko will
el wioe that the fzle o Knights afthe Cil
Feouitic 2 s i e safest and rmost astfil of
hands. Fomres fiom tha remnants of Black
l=e Srudios, Ohaidian canbe cradived witk:

(1l & New planets and

il ; seltings await,
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Even tough-lnaking drolds like
this one are no match for
skilled Jedi wlth a saber or twa.

(i

Again, it's three of you at
a lime agalnll the galaxy.

& | MINI ADVENTURE

Sl & card =hort Gn the kiler Pazask deck? Waorry not;

there's a chance to keeg vour hand in with KOTOR 2 35

the qarntﬂem‘ card garme returns a5 part.of the mini:

?amc lirye-Lip ]'-.-:eakzd ?:rs[alnuséﬂfh
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somie of the RPG gress. Thelr O lists the the next level s a huge task, of colrse, trosle s sada the St witn the Republic
Ealiout series and teewind Dale, whils Sl a5 Luke saids it ratimpossible. cecmated by tne second Sith War, the
Fraducer Chris Parker whas showing Tra fariliar theme bellaws ot ard Dark Largs are \coreing large. &6 the last
KOToR 7 off tous teday, wis also the meck hais stand akedienth o praccointas ledivou are 2 potential thom
Praducer far the entire Baidurs Gale series, attention; The eoligators scralling intro i their side. Youre tre hunted. Parer
and Beside hirm s Chris svellane, the Lead begins - & placehalder sufficent o reveal takies cp the stons Ui becames weny
Diesigner behind Plonescagpe: Tanment - the plar, but s quickly presemptea by arsparent to o that the Sith want te-find
passibly the finest tale ever tald in PC suellane CRETOE 2 s staged e years. ol wnat youTe daing as fre kst ledl and

its imrmed ately mads deas that your

i YD u r\e ca St a S th e I a St presence isnil welcorme, nlot flust b the Stk

bt alseooy other fadbans,

kn DW M d = d | I M t h = g a I a Xy Theres ne: luming 10 the jegi Order

for hielp either. A5 3 disgraced army leadee

garmiing, Make no mislake: Ohsdian are no after the first came he begins, “Revanhas in the Mandilodan war hat preceded
mers Padaears., wanisnes to an unknown region of the WToR, vou Tonght alongside Revan and
e their small, privileges audience; caly and afte- Malak’s defeat the Bepunlic  Malak butwers esiled Fem the Jedi Order
sit fidgeting expectantly lke arange-cad ¥ is an its last legs. The garee starts with youand robes of vour conneclion Lo Hhe
wing ilots. Tharkfully, what they ans about st as the last xnown Jedi o ine galase” Fonce - and your powers, Snce again
o demonsirate arent plans fer gestructicn The first reselation, then: there's no ol siece together this backsiory as the
bl the baginrings of a new chapter al jeanrriey-al discovery this imea. YouTe garne progresses and Ohsidian are ke al
promises fo take our KOTOR eipenence o Earne-sensitve and vou know it Tha this earky stage o kesp bohtHipped, ¥ed
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Midicehlierian BDraams

Expeci anlmation improvements
gwven over: he excellent stuff
geen In the original;

ELEGANT
WEAPONS

Ir% nat all abeut e fightsalens,
This tirmes awl you'll spead mapes
et wwith yenir el
ehiraoters wlich means youll

feks g A e gt

weapanny Obsidin are adeling

sty bt e sl
vl o I

h ! i

ko that the Sith are closing i thaugh.
Enraute to the war-ravaged planet of Telos
amcard your shig the Ehon Hawi, woo
were armbushed and wounded, The Hawk
driftechinta space ang rystericasly vou
wiake from your slumber in a regeneration
pod abearg the Perag.s Mining Faciliong -
thesharting paint e paur experience,
Auellone skeiches the scene. “When
wall firet amive, thers caa't seem o be any

miners and yau cant find any traze of
whats happened. So wour first mission is to
axplore the fagling and =ee what's golng
an. Tree you have o find and recaver the
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Typical Sith, letting the =
drolds do their dirty werk.

Ebzn Hawk and escape the el

Lusckily yaure nat alane, The firs:
acditian fo vaur parby is sianding over yeu
when yow wake, anby uniike Trask in
rTeER, thew!ll be sticking arouna, The
enigmatc Kreta I5 veur menter throuahout,
Thirk 2o Wan with pigtails and wou're
pratty close, Az vou progress yaul'll
discover that a telepathic Hnk, sirmilar ta that
woU Bxperenced with Bastia in KOTOR,

“The enigmatic Kreia is
your mentor throughout.®

exisis bebwieen vou and is e ke o
ragiscovering your connection with the
Farce and unlacking yaur powers, Befone
lesrigy ez meet the second key character

THE JEDI
KIND TRICK

Vo prosers gl
iniliaby b sk than
st b b b
sbrig ol witho ferd
anidahe cheice o
Uhrees buee Jesti b
= Cormuly; Guardian
aretSentingl - an
lesstirnad irvthe il
i o pomefal
poiigh o 1 reach o
| ot e wll ot
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The Eban Hawk makes
A welcome reforn,

and he proves (o be asimporiant as your
first, Adton Rand plays the mandatore
scoundnel role in KEOTOR Z and is avital
cog i the qames eompasition,

“Crse af the first design challeniges
vy had was how to accommedate bath
players of the first game and newcomers,”
exphaine Lucastnts Praducer Mike Galla)
“We warted o respect whatever choices
woud mace in the first game and
whichever path youd chasen it would
oe reflacied inthe second chapter
acds svellone,

Claverhs your conversations with Ban
provide Chsidian with the infanrmatarn they
need toodoust that, Rard will giestion
yau about the fabe of Revan, thus deducing
yaur chosen pathiin the ariginal game.
Your answes will trioger dialogues and
situations i2ter In the aame aed decde the
FIPCS wiou will meet alang the way:

Rarct alsohas the lowdown an events
at tha mysterious faglivg "The droids in the
facility began goirg roglee and aftacking the



Punching loads ks a
majar space-3port.

The poor spaceship wauld
goan be Ireed from eaptivity.

miners, Following 2 serles af fuel
detonations, explasions and poisan gas
legue they've bean wiped aut,” sayvs
Ayellone, That's the cue for some firewarks
2 Rand ang our nero blast their way
throuah rooms of droids, with meial flying
fleg & Mescano rainsiorm. The character

wetne shower & at level 13, coreplete with
liaktsaber and 2 heap of Force powers,
Yl have ric such luxuries when wou Sght
these eary robaot wars, You'll Degin with
rathing, eollecting salvage fom the facilise
and relying on your corsanions for
protection, ¥oull seed it. Obsidian are
winking hard onengmy &N order (o
miake every skimmisn mora of 2 challerge,
“Winen yowre fahting oppaonenis
vl bave 1o consider them micre closehy
and select wno vouwwant to take oot first -
hecause iFyouignare certain droids they|
suppart those arcund therr, "-E:.hng therr
antdl repatinig thelr sniglds? explains Parken

" PARTY POLITICS

Kida! Hanging from nean
strip-lights |s very dangarous.

A in KETOR wou car choose three characters for your party Eut this
time you have a pool of fen 1o chpose from;: The selection yau have
will be infliznced by the cacisions ywou nake azyou plag.
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Eoing it alone 15 perilous
hut somelimes necessary.

" .and wa thought
we'd have some
decking over Meve..”
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KIERA Don't expect tan much T2-14 Complete with some pretty I01R A This: bousty hunter will be yoar .
conversation from your mentor. Kreda handy upgrades, T3 makes & timely fourth party member. Armad with
[ | won't be revealing ten much about returm fram the ariginal game Boka Fett-style wrist rockets anda |
| her background il you've proved (piotured) to hielp you all the Minlng unigue feak to put ikem to Use, she's a |
I your worth. * Faclity in the openine chapter. useful ally in combiat. &l
e — L] e . : . - =
R R A T T J i = |
e - With Kra2s help, the Force wilt socn of Battle Meditation will also be 2yailable,
STHY DN o flowing through yvou once reore and erahling wou o hestowy considerable
THE LEADER evantually youll be givenar apportuniby to Bonuses an your packy in combat,

o party in KGTOR 2
il Frave aves greater
lrikiedh sycur main
characterForone
thirig L
|eaimpankans slda
questzcan be used 4o
shange their opnion
| ebyau. This can have 3
ekt effact o how
[k GAME pars Gl as
| wowan dadear Ight
polrts gainsdare
-redlseteddin thode of
WL Bty F b
| an oblector I the
| ranks he't gain dark
e P b et

Qroving
mmla;mﬁ thes laf,
|,;mrd thies sl vy sl

e
e e

grasp a ligrtsaben Youl also be able o eall
Lo Force powers with 2 wast narmber of
~awy abilities on the menl, Therg'll ba new
iahit and dars poveers and new feats for all
withy cver 80 zdded in fotal. Oncue;
awalone fired up Farce Sight, 2llewing our
character o tee o couple of eremies
aehind a doorwsy: and explained the
furher usa of this new power Al ving

creatures give off a certain amannt of Farce

b be able o detect this,

anergy and v
vou Tl alss e zble (o detect those whc ane

strang inthe Force znd see their alignrmenst.

tight side characiers will glowe slue whils if
v meet a dadk side chamcter they !l glow
a deep red ! Farce Corfuslon meanwhile
will feaa on tre weak-rninded and

cony roe tram to o their fre oncthaie
crwer rarks, Intriguingly the fabled: powers

waur rediscovered power will also ba
reflectied inwhat you see during combat,
with rew animatlians becoming availazle as
flarry zrel poser allacks ane added te yods
armotrs e fel that this was one af e
ke araas that wee could maks an
irmprovement ever the fretigame - o
show the trassformation o eour chan
and srow that vour character is becaming
micare preveriul ' adds Galle:

Al the fesy paveers ang fests being
added stay trie 1o the original K2R riks
deslan, itselt based an the G20 system,
Oksidian have revisited the core sight skeils
ot pach charagter hiowevss and — mons
mpartaThy = are devising rew e o
wtilige these skills.

“They arert gigasfic changss hutthay
ol increase the value ofthe skil's your
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Midichiorian Dreams

‘THAT'S NO
MOON

f Obsidian aren't caming cleas with
the 15t of planets youll get to st -

| Althaisgh they did reveal that thers

| will e seven distinet aress snd that =

the rmiddle secton of the game wil
again be non-inear Planty of 4 Dxin's grasslands hide
appartunity for space travel to o i
hatints fike Tatoaine and Karrban, SUNLTBSE AR
I!hen Yolcan also expect 3 varety
| of Interior and exterior ttnes in l
| | eich ar‘éa“wnﬂartn that seen an
Taris in KOTOR. i
| Wie did geta preview of one |
riew locale: Dkun, a small moon that g
| orbits the plaet of ;emn. Ma.ml?
qrﬁﬁ land, this planef served asa i W
mumﬁurﬂbﬁw mnm«mw H w s
|
b‘ﬂ‘. d il

a mix of mﬂrmments.

J Each warld will offer up

| DRCHESTRAL

MANOUEVRES

sl s cat teenes
| were malor
Phstrarenss in

ey
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x . | constaicling the Star
Bl | iarellusion for
KG‘i"G‘R Anc-onee
an;mn theil plegd
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. . Effects denating special ="W'_-Lg;“§;““
e _1 | attacks are beng souped up, | A BE

Mpumr TIES dnd
| lm]ne ard wil b

characters have,” exolaing Barker On the creating a brand new

asic level, 3 migh Treat Injury skl wll resul B3rminns (e

inimproved healing fram medsasks which m‘"‘“ﬂi mejﬁ:'hgm
il

vl sls ke able to vse on members of g regrited for 3

wour pariy. But tree are urther suhtleties
rviheed. “Wete fyving o introduce more

didlogie aptions related 1o
\_\ cerrain skils - s if wau nave

ﬂ]v{:*g areally High Treat I ury
-J

skilland voure
spezking o a docter
the garre will ke tha
intoragcaunt and

present yoo with
e opticns.”

We seea further
examole when dvellane nacks Yhe medical
legs in the mini=g faciiy with His Security
skill ter unlack 2 new sde quest: an eption
atwoulda't have Been avallable without 2

Foar itthe kitty. Looks
(ke manige to us. ¥

b,\
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[gnaring his faes, Dave wis
| " determined to zap that 1ly.

{8
high skill lavel “WWere a5 trving to award
exgedence poicts difierently: voull ge
mote expenence for discovenng
irfermation ke this or accomplishing side
quests, or even daing research on
background sieres) he adds

Lipondne communications deck of
e facility ard we catch sight of the Ehon
Haeek bat 1o gt access we need ta call oa
anald Fiera. T3-4%, (ke chimpy utlity droid
from KOTOR, s lacked i the Hawks canp
hizd and playsa pivaral rele i this apenisg
C 1aplas i‘-.'u ane hacks the I"rr"||r1a|I cncﬂ

first of miasy cempartian- hwsed que*—" ‘ha'
have been literad throughout the game
It's 2 ploy wimich hars badk ta the clzasic
Dezth Sarand Erder escapades, as
Obsidian seek lo acd a erhanced Star e ||
movie feel bz the garme _

“The ctrer design goal for this s that
it gives the aver the chance ta wilise
characters that tey walldm: FECEssr|y
hiave in their pasty all the time,* 2dds Fare
"This tirre areurd we're giving spacial
abilities eac character which will enscne
they'll be o 5 parwith the ted n spepe
fashior - arat least for 3 cectain situstions”

Im zhis sliuation, T3S Demoalition and
Security s4lls urlock the emergenoy,
natches e the facility which allow aur pary
access ko the mining unnals apd.




The lightsaber 15 the
ullimate elose-combat
ywieanan, hut is ol

eventualle after a short space walk across
a0 asteraid, we'ne aboard the Ebon Havdk
ance mare, Tre shiz that providesd our
base in the criginal game returns, 2n
chvicus reference to the Falcon, of course,
and just one method of tapping into the
classic Star WWars lore thal resonates
trrsughout the game. [ndeed, Obsidians
first major challenge with KOTOR 2 was to
perpetuate this Star Wars atmasphere,
something that coursed throwgh the veins
of the ariginal,

Career sums up the task, “Its a
nebulous challenae, Our approved term
for It s 'Star Wiarsy', What defines that? |
damt ever ke But | can look at
sormething likea droid and say nope, teats
it Star Warsy on wes, that fits. Trat for me
nas beenthe higgest test. Butits

“WVWe need to
friend: T3-M

enjoyzhle ! Thair second and most
cansderable task s, of course, ta match
the carnpeling. naisting stony crafted By
icwars, Even Avellone was suitakhy
dauntad by the prossect

Bap ¥ i
avallale o Jedis O iyt By

" really serewed Detause | now
bawe to deliver the same experiance as the
first garne. or even rake jtlbetter re
jokies, "W have avery strong stary

call on an old
4, the droid.”

faundation fror e drst gamie, Biawars let
a lot of good characters that we could
springboarg oif and make strenger We
ko we nave ta et our charackers dght
itk soemies really strona links Betwesn the

Duak-wielding is, clearly,
I the way farward,

RE |
<

companians and tne payer whils: teellirg
ancther raalty graat stomg”

He and Obsigian are s2ying ne mone
than that right new Crar reind probes
eauldnt reveal the twists they have
plarined, the Sith Lards that well face, the
|adi's will discover and the planets wel
wisit, Bul weve already seen enough o
carvinee Us that they will make all the right
cheicas, For Us, however, the big dedsions
lie ahead. Your destiny inthe nest epic Star
wars adventure is sl undecioes, The ladi
crossreads i a tantalising sight on the
hedzon eroe o,
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